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Floods

Date of the event
(1998–2002)

Location Impact

May 1998 Campania (Italy) Torrential rains, state of emergency declared, about 
150 people killed and more than 3 000 affected.

May 1998 Zonguldak, Karabul, Bartin 
(Turkey)

70 % of Bartin under water, 16 people killed, very high 
economic losses of around 1.2 bn euro, including about 
30 000 chickens and 150 cattle.

June 1998 Bacau, Vaslui, Salaj, Mures, 
Neamt, Cluj, Alba, Sibiu, 
Hunedoara (Romania)

Some 23 people killed and more than 10 000 affected 
as over 1 000 km2 flooded, including about 160 000 
hectares of agricultural land. More than 500 km of 
roads, 270 bridges, more than 1 800 houses destroyed. 
High economic losses of about 150 m euro.

July 1998 Sabinov, Presov (Slovakia) 82 villages hit, about 50 people killed and over 10 000 
affected as more than 2 000 houses flooded. Over 
5 000 animals killed.

May 1999 Bavaria (Germany) More than 120 km2 flooded as a dam breaks, three 
people killed and hundreds evacuated.

June 1999 Romania Some 19 people killed, more than 1 500 houses and 
about 23 000 hectares of agricultural land destroyed, 
more than 300 km of roads damaged.

November 1999 Aude, Tarn, Herault, 
Pyrenées-Orientales (France)

State of emergency declared in more than 300 
communes, about 35 people killed, 1 000 evacuated, 
1 000 hectares of vineyards destroyed.

February 2000 Hungary About 3 250 km2 flooded.

April 2000 Boka, Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen, 
Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg 
(Hungary)

About 2 500 km2 flooded, more than 20 000 people 
evacuated.

April 2000 Alba, Arad, Bihor, Bistrita, 
Botosani, Brasov, Caras-
Severin, Cluj, Harghita, 
Hunedoara, Maramures, 
Mures, Olt, Satu-Mare, Salaj, 
Timis (Romania)

Nine people killed as about 1 000 km2 flooded, around 
80 000 hectares of agricultural land damaged, about 
9 000 houses flooded, hundreds of bridges destroyed.

October 2000 Piedmont, Val d'Aoste, Liguria 
(Italy)

Twenty-nine people dead, more than 40 000 affected, 
about 6 000 homeless. High economic losses of more 
than 430 m euro.

October 2000 Kent, Sussex, Hampshire (UK) Hundreds of families evacuated, very high economic 
losses (about 6 bn euro).

June 2001 Central + south Transylvania 
(Romania)

Seven people killed and about 10 000 affected as 
around 500 km2 flooded, more than 3 000 houses 
damaged.

August 2002 Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, France, 
Germany, Italy, Romania, 
Switzerland, Slovakia, United 
Kingdom

Major flood event of the five-year period. More than 
600 000 people affected and about 80 dead in 11 
countries affected. Huge economic losses (at least 
15 bn euro), road and rail transport severely disrupted, 
some 100 000 hectares of agricultural land flooded, big 
cities flooded (e.g. Prague, Dresden), damage to 
cultural heritage, many landslides triggered.

September 2002 Lezha, Shkoder, Fier, 
Gjirokaster (Albania)

About 260 km2 flooded, about 16 000 houses badly 
damaged, more than 60 000 people affected, 
sanitation and water supply problems. State of 
emergency declared in six prefectures.

Floods are natural phenomena and therefore 
expected to occur. A distinction needs to be 
made between normal (annual) flooding 
events, usually producing very little or no 
damage, and exceptional events that can 

have severe impacts. Floods can also have 
important beneficial effects for river 
ecosystems, groundwater recharge and soil 
fertility.

Over the past five 
years floods affected 
an estimated land area 
of one million square 
kilometres.
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